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Sermon 5 never 
4 not Miſre reſen- 
tations of it, ich manifeſtly rended to 
Een the Author 6 Character, render 

the Publiſhing of it neceſſary to the Ex- 
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form d. confideri 


Reflection that 
of Ill-nature in 7 


 fpdering only wh 


well in theſe that 


in n thoſe that did : 
now given to one, 


of reporting not 
Was ſaid; and 1 


reads it will pa 


but. what is C 


and Impartiality 
real Friend to Tr 


fo criticiſe upon 
priety of Parti cul, 
(for that is a me 


ples therein laid 
1f they are really 


World, or at leaft 
Reaſons why they 


as af as 8 he n 
ng but what in Fat 


is bop'd that whoever 


s no Judgment upon it | 


olly,; and deliberately 
it with the Candour, 


that ſhou'd be in every 


uth, HOON 
s the leaſt Appearanc 


t; moreover Jordi 
he Propriety, or Inpro- 
ar Words, or Phraſes, : 
n Employment )and con- 
ther the main Princi- 
own are right or no: 
dangerous, it won d be 
fee it, to favour he, 
the Author, with their 
are ſo ; be is a Friend 
fo pO,” and will pay a due Re- 


gard 
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ord. fo it, without Reſpect of Perſons, 
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ae, the Author for preacbing thin 
Sermon, but, as he values not the Diſs 


r/o of Men for doing what in his 
| nſcience | be efteems his Duty, he i Ts not 
at all di iſeourag'd by fu ich Methods: "they 


but convince him that what be - ſaid was 


ſeafmable, and till be has better Proofs 
tan Paſſion, and Reſentment,” be ſhall 


nor only believe that what be has faid was 
right i in 2 but likewiſe right! to be 


made Uſe of in be Place and Manner 
that it was. | 


4 Nothing more will _ be added her : 


aſſuring the Publick that the Sermon has 


not been al: fer” 4 2811 it was preaeh d 
1 than 


35 Jenfible; god. 
natur'd Way, bit 10 5 m_ 


This alludes to the Modern Cuſtom of writing 
Ballads upon 3. | "OM 


a SI. 
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„ aubich | 


ich there 


Qt tous 


with all . and 


4 e fingle 4 vongregation_ may... 
only anſwer. that Intent, 


every one that reads it, to. the 
oting . of that Moderation toward 
11M ecometh us as. Ari. 
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IJ 1 2 1 — no more 
Damage to the Chriſtian 


| , nothing 1 is more likelz. to 
promote the Intereſt of 
ke A. perſecuting 
Church can qc = be the true one; 
for as Tertullian has well obſerv'd, Re- 
ligion preſſeth no Man ; ber Follawers 


muſt come freely. He that fights a- 


n Error, muſt be armed with Cha- 

and Forbearance, Piety and: Rea- 
155 The Weapons that are made Uſe 
of more than theſe, belong not to the 


Chriſſtan, Wa rfare; for the Servants of 


the 


Cauſe than Perſecution, ſo 
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A the 7 ruth. Had n bom 
agrecable to the G oſpe 1 Diſpenſation, 
ſtrange that our Lc 1 Hitſelf ſhould - 
be ſo averſe to it as to preach the 


9 — ; 


been convinc'd, that he was truly the 


' Son of God, by the Aſſiſtance of more 


than twelve Legions of Angels, but 
their Belief had then been extorted from 
them: Chriſt ther: fore, by. denying to 
eſtabliſh Truth by Force, has forbid 
Mankind the Pra ice of it. However, 
ſome there are, that being wiſe above 
what is written, exclude Sincerity, and 


Chain the Conſcience; ; that would be 


glad to have Toleration deny'd to thoſe ; 
that cannot think as they do. To cor- 

rect therefore this iſtake in the Mem- 
bers of out own Communion, 1 ſhall 


give you, hh 4 The Characters of the 


Moderate 


6 


Moderate and Rigid; Church- man. 
adly, Examine which of them comes 
neateſt to the Spirit of a good Chriſtian, 
and à real Friend of the Church of 
| England : '\ Concluding with. ſome uſes . 3 
ful Inferences from the whle. 
The rigid Man is for taxing all WW 
Rebels to the Church, that cannot 
think her Liturgy, and every Appen- 
dage of it, intirely perfect: He lo ok 
upon himſelf to be the greateſt Friend 
to the Church becauſe he is the loudeſt 
in oppoſing thoſe that wiſh for a Com- 
prehenſion, being abſolutely poſitive 
that there can be no Alterations in her 
for the better, and firmly believing 
every one that has aſſerted the contrary 
to be her natural Enemies, and ſuch 
as would · overturn her had they Power. 
He believes that we ought to give up 
nothing, not the moſt indifferent Cere- 
mony, tho it were to unite every Sect 
to us; that Diſſenters are in Duty 
bound to give up all, eſteeming them 


— 22 —ꝛů*—²m h 


50 


| Heat — Violence | 


Opinion. He has i 


inward Sincerity, believing in, and con- 


tending for, Church Ak tho Ity to obligh 


Men to a particular Communion.  - 
The Moderate Man is juſt the re- 
verſe of all this. His Reaſon for being of 
the Church is, becauſe upon the whole 
he believes it is the beſt Inſtitution, but 
never contends fur the Perfection of it. 
The Ceremonies annex d to Worſhip. 


he 1 that IND be | 


triffing, of unneceſſary, 


he is not for retaining them, to the 


Damage of Chriſtian Unity, belle ing 
3 — A 


not . av. 1 
> ſhews towards 
them that differ from {iO for he has | 
learned to hate the Man becauſe of his 
Fact à greater 
Regard to outward Pr feffion - than to! 


te is convinc'd that any of choſe. in ; 


greater 


* 


Netet bid Ws e 0 Church dun by 
obſtinately petſiſling in the Retention 
of ſuch Citcumſtantials, as alf cannot 
conſcientiouſly uſe. And as he is thas 
diſpos d to cetnent different Communi- 5 
ons by a reaſonable Compt 


1prehenſion, ſo 
till that ſhall be effected, he is candidly 
difpos'd' to All; he reaſons indeed, but 
he never rails; he tieats all with 
Kindneſs, none with Hatred; and thoſe 
that cannot conſcientiouſly meet him in 
the Church, be will falute in the 
streets Wii an impartial Sincerity. 
Whoever has fincerely taken the beſt 
Means to inform himſelf of What is 
tight, and then acts according to the 
Dictates of his Conſcience, ; looks 
upon to be as honeſt as himſelf; and 
tho“ perhaps he is a Member of a dif- 
fetent Communion, yet he can ſuppoſe 
him to be as good as himſelf; for Ac- 
ceptance with God, he neither hopes, 
nor believes, to be confined to 1 pars 
ticular Church; Gans 


| But 


f ficient: to our preſent purpoſe of the 
Characters of theſe | different Men, let 
us next enquire. which of them come 
neareſt to the te a good A. 5 
a real end © af the e of 
England. . 
And Fir. wich regard. to thets | 
Opinions of Perfection in the Church, 
and their Averſion to Alterations in her. 
1 fancy that whoever. ref s upon 
the Nature of human Co ſtitutions, will 
readily allow the Impoſſibility of Per- 
fection in any of them; and whoever 
conſiders | the Mutat ility of. human 
Things, will grant that nothing can 
be ſo well devis d, or ſo ſure eſtabliſh'd 
which, in Continuance of Time, will 
not be corrupted. A Change of Cir- 5 
cumſtances, to which the beſt conſti- | 
| tuted State is liable, will require ſuch 
Alterations as once would have been 
needleſs: And Impr vement. of Obſcr» 


vation will demand ſuch Regulations as 
nothing 


9 . 


But having mentioned what is uf, 5 


3). 


nothing elle could have diſcover'd to 
have BA right ; ; of this the wiſe 
_. Founders of the Eſtablird Church of 
Eigland were very ſenſible ; they pru- 
_ dently requir 'd no Subſcription to Per- 
fection in the Church, well knowing 
that they but laid the Foundation Stone 
of a mich greater Building than they 
could live to ſee compleated. The 
- Common Prayer, fince it was firſt” pro- 
perly compil'd in the Year 1545, has 
undergone ſixteen Alterations, as De- 
fects became viſible, and Offence was 
thereby given, to the promoting of 
' * Separatiohs and Diviſions ; noble Ex- 
amples theſe fit for the preſent Age 
to imitate} For as ninety Years have 
elaps d ſince the laſt Review, this ex- 
petienc d Age has juſtly diſcover'd, that 
the Amendments, at that Time made, | 
were not ſufficient, T could produce 
you may Inſtances ; but I forbear; for 
Jam very denſible how: tender a Point 


I am diſcoffing, However, I cannot 
but 


1 1 


Qu 


but obſerve, that . fo my own Part, | 
upon 'the matureſt a nd moſt ſober Con 
fideration, I take him to be a greater 
Friend to Chriltianity in general, and 
to this Church ia part cular, ho ſtudies 
to unite as many Di ſenters as may be 
to us, by a reaſonable Comprehenſion. 
than he who f is againſt it;, for bY 
nothing to gain over to us ſo great 2 
Body as even the wiſer and better Sort 
of the Diſſenters are? It may perhaps - 
be urg d againſt a Reviſal of the Liturgy, 
that they diſſent unreaſonably. Let us 
examine therefore the Strength of this. 
The Charge indeed will ſeem true to 
one that believes “ That in the 
« conſtant Doctrine of the Church of 
« Englond, there is no Error which 
« may neceſſitate or warrant any Man 
85 Nana) renounce 
o But what 
el with from Men 


(0185) 
of a different Perſuaſion? I am afraid 


they will retort it back upon ourſelves, 


Many Diffenters, for Inſtance, would 
join us, but cannot conſcientioaſly, be- 


re their 


comply d with. But, is ther 


Diſſent unteaſonable? We ſhould not | 


think ſo; for I know nothing elſe that 
warrants our a ny * * ber en 


of Rome. 


-" [But granting that all-Diflention Sign * 
the Church of England is unreaſonable, 


omplied with without 


a — - 2 
* 


conceded to purchaſe Unity; at leaſt 


there cduld be nothing wrong in it; | 
| becauſe-nothing is propos d but what 


zs deſirable in itſelf, though we ſhould 


not gain to us one Diſſenter; whoe- 


ver is averſe to this, is of a Temper 
which the Church of . has diſ- 


own'd 


E 
b 
g 


cauſe ſome Things, to the beſt of their 
Judgments, appear too n to be 


our Worſhip, ſomething ſhould be 


14 5 ike add 
tc ſhe: conceiv'd mi 


* 


1 g 
, FX, W 
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ſo general as might 


difſtingaiſh'd, d 


other with a candid Temper. 
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(18/) 
thinks his Neightbs zur unworthy of C. 


vility becauſe he is not of his Commu- 
nion; the other will befriend him not- 


| withfianding; the one drives him from 
him by a fierce Reſentment ; the other 
receives him with an unprej 
Good · Nature; ae Queſtion th 


„it would not be amiſs to-cauti- 


on Men to have as little Communicati- 
0 ding; but with ſuch 


the Infection ſpre: 
aß have the ſame Lord, the fame God 
and Fatber with us, and only differ in 


What the gat 3 Ridley has call'd By». = 


Matters and Circumſtances: of Religion, 


that the Wrath ef Man worketh not the 


Righteouſneſs of God. Severity indeed, 


her make Men Hypocrites, but not 
Converts; many haveiconform'd 
to Avoid preſent '1 a raya but 
 when'the proper Seaſon has offer d they 


is, which of theſe does right; dA 
indeed any Blaſphemers of God and 


our Partiality muſt be a Zeal without 
Knowledge: Truly, as the Apoſtle ſaid, 5 


have 


6 
inve* eonvinc'd: the World, 


Profelytes to his Opinion whilſt he ſhews:, 
- ag Avill find Himſelf at 
Mans wil pra the Peg uf the: 
bete r 3 Better, far better, is it 


hase its proper Weight, and even che 
unſe we are ſuppotting will appes 
more amiable. Tis therefore impoli 


* 


had nd Right to Judge them that are 
mithbut, ordering that their Cenſures 


ſhduld-be.confin'dtothaſe of their o] 
Oommunion, and that the reſt ſhould 
be left to God. Them that are w 
in the Faith, we are bid to receive; hut 
rn to doubrfutl Diſpuration, or; las it 
* in the 2 W ; 
2100 fu 


\ 


buteernporize.” He that expects to gn ; 


8 ct Rnment will” 3 


krach ub. But further; as Qhriſtüane v 
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(20) 
Fi ul Thoughts, for 0 (Belicueth: Fa FU : 
may eat all Things, another ubo is uk 
eateth\ Herbs; let not lim, ſays the 

Apoſtle, that eateth, deſpiſe bim "that. - 

eateth not, and let not bim which eatetb 
not, judge bim that eateth. The ſame 
Apoſtle, when he 
trans,” that from 


ther; i. e. tho they be co 4 
that their Perſuaſion is the beſt, yet 
they were to avoid uncharitable Reflec- 

eee NE or Revilings, which 
e 0 ee and a wicked 


| a aha oaks 
OE 


Communion ; FA 45 hal Nen 
Ane to judge for themſelves. Now if 
the ficſt of theſe Opinions be true there 
ought to be an End of Proteſtantiſm ; 
for (as the great Hoadly has 'obſerv'd 5. 
« Before the Reformation there was a 
Church, and an Order of Churchmen, 
C veſted with all ſuch ſpiritual Autho- 
« rity as is the Eſſenee of a Church; 
« if therefore, in Conſequence of this; 
« they had a Right to oblige Chriſtians, 
« to What (for Inſtance) do we owe 
* the Church of England? If Church 
* Authority (fays he) be a ſufficient 
e Obligation upon Men to determine 
10 them, then our Forefathers ought 
« not in Conſcience'to have ſeperated 
«© from the Church of Name; but if 
« Men are their own Judges, and have 
6 Right to be determined by their 
% own private Judgment, then is the 
Reformation juſtified. 

But let us, * order to find out t'the 


© 4 +. 


nt! " Truth 
$4 $4 + # - 


Trick, fppo: Andrey i = 


Chareh, 204 wher 


— in alt but not ” all, for 
then every Church wol d be for ert. 
ing this. Power to the Damage of it 

thing but Oopfyt on; if in one Church, 
then common Realon confines it to the 
one true” Church fora; falſe: Church 
can have; no Authority; it cannet be 
tight that Men may be forc'd into a 
wrong Communion: Nor (according to 
this Suppoſition) o u there be more than 
| one, true, Church; for they wou'd all (if 

true) be alike entitled to this Authority, 
We muſt then enquire. where the right 
Church is: In En gland we are rejudi - 
ced;. .and that vei ; Rrongy, in, Favour 
of our own ;. an Talian is no. leſs poſi- 
tive in Support. of his; and at Geneva 
they condemn. us oth; no Nation i is 
without it s Claim to it; now whil all 


are alike confidetit, tis proves nid more 
=: than 


# AS * + 
„ wit + 


being practiſed. with omar gg 3 
Still further, let us ſuppoſe, that the 
Church of England was demonſtrated, 
_ all. Men, to be tlie right Church, 
ion to all other, yet ought 
: we not to reſtrain the F reedom of any 
Man's Will in the Choice of his particu- . 
lar Mode of Worſhip; for to aſſume 
ä the Power of ourſelves wou d be: ĩimpi- 
ous, and. it is no where delegated to us. 
We annot find it in our Bibles, for it 
is contrary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity ; j 
e have it not from Reaſon, for no- 
5 thing i is more unreaſonable.: I dare fay 
there are few, if any, of you, that wou'd 
nat think it:ſo, to be tore from this eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, and to be compell'd to 
communicate in the Preſbyterian Mode; 
and ought we not to conſider that the 
Preſbyterian. thinks it as cruel to be 


. {are d:1 ns the Church; 8 likes his 
Way : 


' 
Wo 
1 

: 
BD 


had any but  imperfe 


0 


- ſhips God in the moſt ao 


ner ? To ſay that 
Way will avail us n 


think ſo; and if Re: 


with him, Compul 
But it is Time th 
the proper Inferenc 


ma, Pirſt, Fro 
aid about perfecti 


ours is 2 deut 4 
hing; he does not 

fon does nat prevail 
on cannot. 


+I proceed to make 


What Has been 
in the Church, . 


you may learn no longer to make her 
the Jeſt of her Enemies, by contending = 


tions in it made finc 


that ſhe has what ſhe lays no Claim to, 
and what indeed it wou'd be Vanity to 
claim. The firſt Reformers were wiſe 
and good Men, but the Common Pray- 
er they publiſh'd little better than 
Popery itſelf; many indeed (as T have 
remarkid already) have been the Altera- 


then; but as thro 


the Unxipeneſs' of the Times, it never 


> Emendations, we 


Pay reaſolably ſuppoſe it capable of 


ſtill 


nom in — — l 
| Candid Diſquifitions,' has already been 


Clergymen) of the Ch 
wherein a profound Regard has been 


 ſhewn to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity in 

general, and to the Intereſt of our na- 
tional Church in particular; which 
whoever will peruſe, may ſee what our 
iturgy is capable of being made A 


in the. World. 


compil'd by ſome Members, (I believe 
hof England» 


Pattern fit for 1 n Ne ation 


Hence you may likewiſe lowh wt: 


leſs adam. at the Report of Alterations 
in the Service of the C 


urch. I believe 


there may be Men at Work that miſ- 


repreſent this good Deſign; that pro- 
claim as formerly the Church's Danger; 


but let no Arts like theſe deceive you 3; 


they muſt be Enemies in Diſguiſe that 


do it, or ſuch who have not examin'd 
what they ob 
4 1 11 TL a. 
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(4). 
Wes & widvd for, 


Chuich; -wou'd — 
Difference in a way £ to 
one, beneficial to all; and had be not 
been oppos d by ſome rewengeful Zea- 
lots, had certainly dinpleated what all 
good Men have wiſh'd fix z had made 
this Church the undoubted Glory af the 
Reformation, and fix d it onahotably firm 
againſt the Aſſaults of all it's Enemies. 
But Secondly, From what Theve faid! 
of a charitable, good-natur'd Behaviour, 
you may learn to behave yourſelves can- 
dial towards _ * differ from 


rh what-Name- 
| chooſes to be: diſtine 
gat, wü ho is iet with bis O0 
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 giolon? Ie a0 db 0 
Sende fe. — him 206 
But how in your jor Hated of. bim ind 
fied ? Is there no Difference hat wirt the | 
Man end his Opinion ? The latter, if 


vou believe it differs from the. Truth. 
n to hate; but the tic, 


him be Chriſtian or Heathen, War 
* bomutan, or Few, let him be hat he 
will, as Man, you are commanded, to 
love him. Out Redeemer came. to ma- 
nifeſt his Love. to. all, how. unbeco T #2 
js it then in any of bis Diſciples 9 
ſhew. themſelves. uncharitable l. How 
unworthy of the Pattern that he ſeti us 
We read that, in her Infancy the Church 
| had. Men of. narrow Principles, . that 
- wou'd condemn for Trifles, and raiſe 
Diſturbances without. Neceſlity,; hut St. 
Paul commanded that, for the. Sake. of 
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